
Hopkins (HB 421) Act No. 953

Existing  law prohibits the illegal carrying of weapons.  Includes prohibitions
against: (1) the concealment on one's person of a firearm or other dangerous
weapon; (2) the ownership or possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon by
an enemy alien; (3) the ownership or possession of explosives or other
instrumentalities used by thieves or burglars with the intent to commit a crime;
(4) the manufacture, ownership, or possession of certain knives; and (5) the
possession of a dangerous weapon on a school campus during school hours or
on a school bus.

New law retains these provisions of existing law.

Prior law, with regard to illegal carrying of weapons on a school campus or
bus, provided for the following exceptions: (1) state or local law enforcement
officers in performance of their duties; (2) school officials or employees, or
students acting at their direction, during the normal course of their
employment; and (3) persons with written permission of the principal or
school board for purposes of competition, marksmanship, or safety instruction.

New law retains prior law exceptions regarding school officials or employees
or students acting at their direction and persons with written permission of the
principal or school board.  Changes prior law exception from applying to state
or local law enforcement officers performing their duties to applying to peace
officers performing their official duties.  New law includes the following
persons as peace officers:  any constable, marshal, deputy marshal, sheriff,
deputy sheriff, local or state policeman, commissioned wildlife enforcement
agent, federal law enforcement officer, jail or prison guard, parole officer,
probation officer, judge, attorney general, assistant attorney general, attorney
general's investigator, district attorney, assistant district attorney, or district
attorney's investigator.

Effective August 15, 1999.

(Amends R.S. 14:95(A)(5)(b)(i))


